
In 1953, a twenty-seven-year-old 

factory worker named Henry  

Molaison—who suffered from  

severe epilepsy—received a  

radical new version of the then-

common lobotomy, targeting the 

most mysterious structures in the 

brain. The operation failed to 

eliminate Henry’s seizures, but it 

did have an unintended effect: 

Henry was left profoundly  

amnesic, unable to create long-

term memories. Over the next 

sixty years, Patient H.M., as Henry 

was known, became the most 

studied individual in the history of 

neuroscience, a human guinea 

pig who would teach us much of 

what we know about memory 

today.  

Patient 
H.M. 

by 
Luke  

Dittrich  
April 9 

Everyone knows a couple like 

Jack and Grace: he has looks 

and wealth, she has charm and 

elegance. You'd like to get to 

know Grace better. But it's  

difficult, because you realize  

Jack and Grace are never apart. 

Some might call this true love. 
 

Picture this: a dinner party at their 

perfect home, the conversation 

and wine flowing. They appear to 

be in their element while  

entertaining. And Grace's friends 

are eager to reciprocate with 

lunch the following week. Grace 

wants to go, but knows she never 

will. Her friends call—so why 

doesn't Grace ever answer the 

phone? And how can she cook 

such elaborate meals but remain 

so slim? 
 

And why are there bars on one of 

the bedroom windows? 
 

The perfect marriage? Or the  

perfect lie?  

Behind 
Closed Doors 

by 
B.A. Paris 

May 7 
 

Due to the 
Friends Book 
Sale, we will 
meet the first 
Tuesday in 

May. 

The Brighton District Library  

Brunch Bunch Book Group meets at  

11:30am the second Tuesday of each  

month between October and August. 

Due to the Friends Book Sale, we will  

meet the first Tuesday in May, 2019. 

(We do not meet in September.) 

The group is led by library staff,  

welcomes everyone, and does not  

require registration for its meetings.   

Brunch foods, juice, and hot beverages  

will be provided during this discussion.  

Copies of each title can be placed on  

hold through our shared catalog  

system at any time, and we’ll notify you  

when your book is ready to be picked up.   

For more information, contact  

Jennifer Osborne at 810-229-6571. 

The Brunch Bunch is  

generously sponsored by  

The Friends of the  

Brighton District Library 

brightonlibrary.info/fol 
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When Major Gryffth Hockaday is 

called to the front lines of the Civil 

War, his new bride is left to care 

for her husband’s three-hundred-

acre farm and infant son. Placidia, 

a mere teenager herself living far 

from her family and completely  

unprepared to run a farm or raise 

a child, must endure the darkest 

days of the war on her own. By 

the time Major Hockaday returns 

two years later, Placidia is bound 

for jail, accused of having borne 

a child in his absence and  

murdering it. What really  

transpired in the two years  

he was away?  

The Second 
Mrs.  

Hockaday 
by 

Susan Rivers 
October 9 

New Bremen, Minnesota, 1961. 

The Twins were playing their debut 

season, ice-cold root beers were 

at the ready at Halderson’s Drug 

Store soda counter, and Hot 

Stuff comic books were a  

mainstay on every barbershop 

magazine rack. It was a time of  

innocence and hope for a  

country with a new, young  

president. But for thirteen-year-old 

Frank Drum it was a summer in 

which death assumed many 

forms.  

 

When tragedy unexpectedly 

comes to call on his family, which 

includes his Methodist minister 

father, his passionate, artistic 

mother, Juilliard-bound older  

sister, and wise-beyond-his years 

kid brother, Frank finds himself 

thrust into an adult world full of 

secrets, lies, adultery, and  

betrayal.  

Ordinary 
Grace 

by 
William Kent 

Krueger 
November 13 

This is how a family keeps a  

secret…and how that secret  

ends up keeping them. 

 

This is how a family lives happily 

ever after…until happily ever after 

becomes complicated. 
 

This is how children change…and 

then change the world. 
 

This is Claude. He’s five years old, 

the youngest of five brothers, and 

loves peanut butter sandwiches. 

He also loves wearing a dress, 

and dreams of being a princess. 
 

When he grows up, Claude says, 

he wants to be a girl. 
 

Rosie and Penn want Claude to 

be whoever Claude wants to be. 

They’re just not sure they’re ready 

to share that with the world. Soon 

the entire family is keeping 

Claude’s secret. Until one day it 

explodes.  

This is how it 
Always Is 

by 
Laurie Frankel 
December 11 

The Glass 
Universe 

by 
Dava Sobel 
January 8 

The first science fiction written by 

a black woman, Kindred has  

become a cornerstone of black 

American literature. This  

combination of slave memoir, 

fantasy, and historical fiction is a 

novel of rich literary complexity. 

Having just celebrated her 26th 

birthday in 1976 California, Dana, 

an African-American woman, is 

suddenly and inexplicably 

wrenched through time into  

antebellum Maryland. After  

saving a drowning white boy 

there, she finds herself staring into 

the barrel of a shotgun and is 

transported back to the present 

just in time to save her life. During 

numerous such time-defying  

episodes with the same young 

man, she realizes the challenge 

she’s been given: to protect this 

young slaveholder until he can 

father her own great-

grandmother.  

Kindred 
 by 

Octavia  
Butler 

February 12 

From the winner of the Nobel Prize 

in Literature, here is the universally 

acclaimed novel—winner of the 

Booker Prize and the basis for an 

award-winning film.   

 

In the summer of 1956, Stevens, a 

long-serving butler at Darlington 

Hall, decides to take a motoring 

trip through the West Country. The 

six-day excursion becomes a 

journey into the past of Stevens 

and England, a past that takes in 

fascism, two world wars, and an 

unrealized love between the  

butler and his housekeeper.   

The Remains 
of the Day 

by 
Kazuo  

Ishiguro 
March 12 

 

 

In the mid-nineteenth century, 

the Harvard College  

Observatory began employing 

women as calculators, or 

“human computers,” to interpret 

the observations their male 

counterparts made via  

telescope each night. As  

photography transformed the 

practice of astronomy, the  

ladies turned from computation 

to studying the stars captured 

nightly on glass photographic 

plates.  
 

The “glass universe” of half a 

million  plates enabled the 

women to make extraordinary 

discoveries that attracted  

worldwide acclaim. They helped 

discern what stars were made 

of, divided the stars into  

meaningful categories for further  

research, and found a way to 

measure distances across 

space by starlight.  


