
Winter 1945. WWII. Four refugees. 

Four stories. 

 

Each one born of a different 

homeland; each one hunted, 

and haunted, by tragedy, lies, 

war. As thousands desperately 

flock to the coast in the midst of a 

Soviet advance, four paths  

converge, vying for passage 

aboard the Wilhelm Gustloff, a 

ship that promises safety and  

freedom. But not all promises can 

be kept . . .  

When editor Susan Ryeland is  

given the manuscript of Alan 

Conway’s latest novel, she has no 

reason to think it will be much  

different from any of his others. 

After working with the bestselling 

crime writer for years, she’s  

intimately familiar with his  

detective, Atticus Pünd, who 

solves mysteries disturbing sleepy 

English villages.  So successful that 

Susan must continue to put up 

with his troubling behavior if she 

wants to keep her job. 
 

Conway’s latest tale has Atticus 

Pünd investigating a murder at 

Pye Hall, a local manor house. 

Yes, there are dead bodies and a 

host of intriguing suspects, but the 

more Susan reads, the more she’s 

convinced that there is another 

story hidden in the pages of the 

manuscript: one of real-life  

jealousy, greed, ruthless  

ambition, and murder. 

The Brighton District Library  

Brunch Bunch Book Group meets at  

11:30am the second Tuesday of each  

month between October and August. 

(We do not meet in September.) 

The group is led by library staff,  

welcomes everyone, and does not  

require registration for its meetings.   

Brunch foods, juice, and hot beverages  

will be provided during this discussion.  

Copies of each title can be placed on  

hold through our shared catalog  

system at any time, and we’ll notify you  

when your book is ready to be picked up.   

For more information, contact  

Jennifer Osborne at 810-229-6571. 

The Brunch Bunch is  

generously sponsored by  

The Friends of the  

Brighton District Library 

brightonlibrary.info/fol 100 Library Drive  Brighton, MI  48116 
810-229-6571 • www.brightonlibrary.info 

Sponsored by 



As the volcanic Hawaiian Islands 

sprout from the ocean floor, the 

land remains untouched for  

centuries—until, little more than a 

thousand years ago, Polynesian 

seafarers make the perilous  

journey across the Pacific,  

flourishing in this tropical paradise 

according to their ancient  

traditions. Then, in the early  

nineteenth century, American 

missionaries arrive, bringing with 

them a new creed and a new 

way of life. Based on exhaustive 

research and told in Michener’s 

immersive prose, Hawaii is the  

story of disparate peoples  

struggling to keep their identity, 

live in harmony, and, ultimately, 

join together.  

The time is 1981, and Sibyl 

Danforth has been a dedicated 

midwife in the rural community of 

Reddington, Vermont, for fifteen 

years. But one treacherous winter 

night, in a house isolated by icy 

roads and failed telephone lines, 

Sibyl takes desperate measures to 

save a baby's life. She performs 

an emergency Caesarean  

section on its mother, who  

appears to have died in labor. But 

what if—as Sibyl's assistant later 

charges—the patient wasn't  

already dead, and it was Sibyl 

who inadvertently killed her?  

 

As recounted by Sibyl's  

precocious fourteen-year-old 

daughter, Connie, the ensuing 

trial bears the earmarks of a  

witch hunt except for the fact 

that all its participants are acting 

from the highest motives—and 

the defendant increasingly  

appears to be guilty.   

A young American woman,  

Alexandra Boyd, has traveled to 

Sofia, Bulgaria, hoping that life 

abroad will salve the wounds left 

by the loss of her beloved brother. 

Soon after arriving, she helps an 

elderly couple into a taxi, and 

realizes that she has accidentally 

kept one of their bags. Inside she 

finds an ornately carved wooden 

box engraved with a name:  

Stoyan Lazarov. She soon  

discovers that she is holding an 

urn filled with human ashes. 
 

As Alexandra sets out to locate 

the family and return this precious 

item, she will first have to uncover 

the secrets of a talented musician 

who was shattered by political 

oppression—and she will find out 

all too quickly that this knowledge 

is fraught with its own danger. 

Malcolm Little’s parents have  

always told him that he can 

achieve anything, but from what 

he can tell, that’s a pack of lies -

after all, his father’s been  

murdered, his mother’s been  

taken away, and his dreams of 

becoming a lawyer have gotten 

him laughed out of school. There’s 

no point in trying, he figures, and 

lured by the nightlife of Boston 

and New York, he escapes into a 

world of fancy suits, jazz, girls, and 

reefer. But Malcolm’s efforts to 

leave the past behind lead him 

into increasingly dangerous  

territory. Deep down, he knows 

that the freedom he’s found is 

only an illusion - and that he can’t 

run forever. 
 

X follows Malcolm from his child-

hood to his imprisonment for theft 

at age twenty, when he found 

the faith that would lead him to 

forge a new path and command 

a voice that still resonates today. 

Family relationships are never  

simple. But Sherman Alexie's bond 

with his mother Lillian was more 

complex than most. She plunged 

her family into chaos with a  

drinking habit, but shed her  

addiction when it was on the 

brink of costing her everything. 

She survived a violent past, but 

created an elaborate facade to 

hide the truth. She selflessly cared 

for strangers, but was often  

incapable of showering her  

children with the affection that 

they so desperately craved. She 

wanted a better life for her son, 

but it was only by leaving her  

behind that he could hope to 

achieve it. It's these  

contradictions that made Lillian 

Alexie a beautiful, mercurial,  

abusive, intelligent, complicated, 

and very human woman.  

 

 

One Sunday afternoon in  

Southern California, Bert Cousins 

shows up at Franny Keating’s 

christening party uninvited.  

Before evening falls, he has 

kissed Franny’s mother,  

Beverly—thus setting in motion 

the dissolution of their marriages 

and the joining of two families. 

 

Spanning five decades,   

Commonwealth explores how 

this chance encounter  

reverberates through the lives of 

the four parents and six children 

involved.  

 

Commonwealth is a brilliant and 

tender tale of the far-reaching 

ties of love and responsibility 

that bind us together.  


